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S Welcome Jabaria

At The Ballet

The Boys & Girls Clubs of South
Alabama board of directors is pleased
to announce and welcome Jabaria Dent
as Chief Executive Officer.

Kids from the Bernard Malkove and Sonny Callahan
Clubs enjoyed an exciting field trip to Mobile Ballet!
They learned some basic ballet moves, watched
captivating demonstrations, and discovered fascinating
details about ballet costumes. The kids also had the
chance to ask questions and interact with the dancers.
It was a truly enriching and enjoyable experience for
everyone involved!

Dent will serve as the primary leader

of an organization that includes six
traditional clubs and six summer sites
across Mobile and Baldwin Counties
providing after-school care and
education for more than 2,000 children.

“I believe that we are poised to
transform the narrative of our
city’s youth and I look forward to
working with all our community
stakeholders to co-create a new
vision for Boys & Girls Clubs of
South Alabama.”

- Jabaria Dent

Dent brings 20 years of experience in
human resources, executive leadership,
and youth development primarily in the
nonprofit sector. She holds a master’s
degree of Divinity, and a bachelor’s
degree in political science and English.

In her previous role as academic dean for Remington College, Dent oversaw
all academic programming for the Mobile campus and helped develop dual
enrollment programming around career and technical education for charter
networks and local public schools.

Dent is no stranger to the Boys & Girls Clubs of South Alabama. She and her
husband, Dr. Charles Dent, consulted with BGCSA to create curriculum and
strategy for parental engagement as part of their 21st Century programming
that ran from 2017-2021 across seven sites throughout Mobile County.

Are you a Boys & Girls Club alumni? We'd love to connect with you!

Fill out our Alumni form at bgcsouthal.org/alumni to stay
connected with the Boys & Girls Clubs of South Alabama. By
joining, you'll receive exclusive invitations to alumni networking
events and community service opportunities.

We also invite you to join our Alumni & Friends Facebook group,
where you can chat with other alumni, share memories, and stay
up-to-date on all things BGCSA. Join the conversation on our
Facebook group, listed on our Alumni page.

We look forward to

reconnecting with you and @
celebrating our shared history BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
and bright future! Email Alycia

at ayoung@bgcsouthal.org with
any questions!

6' ?&uvk ALABAMA

Ambassadors




@ Boys Empowerment Conference

A

Our very first annual Boys Empowerment
Conference was held this July at the Harmon
Thomas Branch. The conference theme
“Future Me: Empowering Boys to Lead Their
Future” was taken from a poem written and
performed by a Harmon Thomas Branch
member. The event was held for 60 Club

boys ages 9-18 and the purpose was to assist
our young men in framing their future by
visualizing their aspirations while connecting
to inspirational men within the community. The
conference featured a dynamic program where
participants dove into a series of breakout
sessions exploring overall wellness, healthy
relationships, and leadership. Some of the key
takeaways were empowerment through self-
discovery, building resilience and confidence,
and promoting healthy relationships.

Lindsey Harding came to the Kiwanis Club
to talk to the Club kids! Harding is the
first woman to get a head coaching job in
the NBA for the Stockton Kings, and was
recently named assistant coach for the
Los Angeles Lakers. Harding was bornin
Mobile, and had a standout career at Duke
University before entering the WNBA.
She played for several WNBA teams

and overseas in both Turkey and Russia.

Harding was
named the NBA
G League Coach
of the Year for
the 2023-24
season. We are
so lucky to have
Coach Harding
stop by and
inspire our kids!

Q Alumni Spotlight

s ONCE A CLUB KID ===

ALWAYSA
CLUB KID

Zachary Todd became a Club kid at just 6 years
old when his mom signed him up for the Roger
Williams Boys & Girls Club, affectionately known
as “The Rec.” It wasn't until he joined the Keystone
Club that Zach truly understood the scale of the
Boys & Girls Clubs. Zach went on to be named
Youth of the Year from his Club and even worked
there while still in high school. After graduating,
Zach joined the National Guard, with the assurance
that he would have a job waiting for him upon his
return. Over the years, Zach has worn many hats
within the organization: Games Room Director,
Membership Clerk, Teen Coordinator, Torch
Club Advisor, and Program Director. Currently,
he serves as the Training Specialist for BGCSA,
where he trains staff on child and Club safety,
deescalating a concerning behavior, programing
in your space, youth input,

“I call Zach, Mr. and much more. Zach’s

Boys & Girls Club.  journey with the Boys

There’s nothing & Girls Clubs of South

about the Boys Alabama is a testament

& Girls Club that to his dedication and the
Zach doesn’t transformative power of
know.” the Club. We're proud to
- Crystal Harris have him as a leader and

mentor in our community.




oz Workforce
T\ Development

Leveling up for the future starts with envisioning
what’s possible! Our Ignite teen Club members
delved into potential careers in science,
technology, engineering, arts, and math at our
Career Fair. They also went to “Your Money,
Your Life,” a hands-on simulation that teaches
financial management in an engaging way. We are
committed to workforce readiness as a primary
goal and are proud to see our teens graduating
high school ready for great futures.

CI¥X Time for Fishing

GREAT FUTURES START HERE.

BOYS 8,00 CLuBS

We are incredibly grateful to Bass Pro Shops

in Spanish Fort for their generous donation of
150 fishing rods and Bass Pro Shop swag to
kids from Boys & Girls Clubs of South Alabama!
Your support helps us create amazing outdoor

experiences for our Club members, teaching them
new fishing skills and fostering a love for nature.
Thanks to you, our kids are ready to cast their
lines and reel in some fun this summer!
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$ | Financial Literacy

Our Foley Boys & Girls Club
had Cadence Bank visit to
teach a financial awareness
class! Their engaging class
helped our young members
understand the importance
of budgeting, saving, and
smart spending. It’s never
too early to learn about
managing money and
planning for the future!
Thank you, Cadence Bank,
for empowering our kids
with essential financial skills!

In June we held the “Our City,
Our Future 2024 Telethon”

in partnership with WKRG
News 5 and surpassed
$70,000 in pledges thanks to
a generous matching grant
from The Daniel Foundation
of Alabama! The Telethon
was broadcast live and
featured interviews with
staff and inspiring stories
from Club Kids and the 2024
BGCSA Youth of the Year.
You can still donate by going
to bgcsouthal.org/telethon.
Your contributions, no matter
how big or small, will make
atremendous impact on the
lives of the children and youth
we serve at the Boys & Girls
Clubs of South Alabama.
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ﬁOoOn Corporate Corner

Back to School Bash

Our Annual Back To
School Bash at the Kiwanis
Club was a big success!
500 book bags filled with
new school supplies were
provided, and kids and
their families were given
free groceries sponsored
by Starbucks, Target and
Aldi USA. There was face
painting available and
free haircuts by barbering
students from Bishop
State Community College.
We also welcomed
members of the Rho Alpha
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Incorporated
who cooked lunch. As a
free community service,
informational booths
were set up from our
community partners.
Thank you to all our staff,
volunteers, and sponsors
for coming together for
the kids!

Kids Wish-N To Go Fish-N

A huge thank you to Kids Wish-N To Go Fish-N for their 27th annual fishing trip for
the Boys & Girls Clubs of South Alabama. Founded by Doug Houston, the event has
been running strong with Russell Fell and Greg Callahan at the helm. This year, 30
Club kids took a charter bus to Dauphin Island Marina where they loaded onto The
Duke charter boat for a deep sea fishing trip. It was a big
day for sharks! The kids caught over 25 sharks and a few
fish. All kids who participated were given a goodie bag and
custom shirt. A big thank you to www.abcSigns.Biz, County
Commissioner Randal Dueitt, The Scuttlebutt Network, and ~ Ciches something.”
The Duke Charter Boat for sponsoring the trip! - Greg Callahan

“We don'’t leave, we
don’t pick up anchor
and go until every kid

Secret Scientist

Tony Davis of Secret
Scientist kicked off

the SS for Everyone
Foundation with a bang!
The first Club event was a
fantastic night out at Top
Golf for our teens and
preteens in partnership
with Blackballed Golf.

In July, Tony partnered
with Bear Walker to

host a skate night for the
kids, where they handed
out brand new custom
skateboards and hats and
practiced moves at the
Kiwanis club. Thank you,
Tony Davis, for bringing
these exciting and
educational events to our
Club kids!




We held our annual Youth of the Year Luncheon, generously
sponsored by SSAB, at the Renaissance Mobile Riverview
Plaza Hotel in Mobile. Miss Alabama 2023, Bri Burrell,

was our keynote speaker, delivering an incredibly inspiring
message to our youth. Bri, a beloved figure at our Club,
previously worked as a STEM educator and SMART Girls
program director at the Bernard Malkove Branch.

We celebrated our five Youth of the Year finalists, with
each sharing their story, and honored our 2024 Youth of the
Year winner, Ryan M. Branch Director Inger Anderson was
recognized for her remarkable 40 years of service with the
Clubs. We also acknowledged our Junior Youths of the Year,
staff members, alumni, and special guests. A special thanks
to WKRG News5 Devon Walsh for being our master of
ceremonies.




2024 Youth of the Year

ie

AN KAYLEIGH M.
RYAN M. Optimist/Harmon Branch CHARLOTTEH.
Bernard Malkove Branch Semmes Branch

' CHLOER. :
JADE L. Foley Branch FATOU B.

Kiwanis Branch Sonny Callahan Branch

2024 Junior Youth of the Year

A2 W HEAVEN J. MADISYN M.
Bernard Malkove N Harmon Thomas Semmes Branch
Branch PAISLEY D. Branch JAMON B. TIANA D
Foley Branch Kiwanis Branch Sonny Callahan

Branch



BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS

OF SOUTH ALABAMA

P.O. Box 6724 - Mobile, AL 36660
251.432.1235 - bgcsouthal.org

2024 Board of Directors

Chairman Thomas Bates

Angela Dunn Amelia Cade Bacon

VC-Resource Development

Chris Delaporte Lucy Greer Cheriogotis
VC-Finance Angela Coleman

Bruce Coldsmith LaSheryl Dotch
VC-Safety Ben Harris Il1
Catherine Spann Felecia Hosey
VC-Management Services Eddrice McMullan

Jacquitta Powell Green Monica Motley

VC-Governance Danielle Mashburn-Myrick

Robin Hanes
Chris Pfeiffer
Secretary
Ronnie Stallworth Sr. Laura Peebles Rutherford
Treasurer Nick Sanders
Kimberly Pendley Craig Savage

Chief Executive Officer
Jabaria M. Dent

United Way
of Southwest Alabama
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Begins at 11:30 AM

ROBERT TRENT JONES GOLF
TRAIL AT MAGNOLIA GROVE
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